1
. Injury of the skin by insect and tick bites and thorny bushes accompanied by prolonged wetting are thought to be important predisposing factors 1 ,2.
Affected animals initially develop moist, round, circumscribed papules that later turn to scabs and crusts whose location is highly variable 3 ,4. In tropical and subtropical areas, the disease can be epizootic and can result in considerable economic losses as a result of lost production, premature cuiling, treatment costs and downgrading of hides and skins 1,5. Although the clinical disease has been recognised in several African countries 4 ,6,7,8 The scrapings were directly streaked on blood agar and incubated at 3fJC. The growth was relatively slow, forming grey raised granular colonies in 72 hours which were adherent to the medium and produced a 13-haemolysis. 
